
The Global Pathways School:  
Our Approach + the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals 





Operated by Village 
Community Foundation 
(VCF), the Global Path-
ways School (GPS) is 
educating and empower-
ing a community in rural 
India with the tools to 
overcome multi-
dimensional poverty.

Our mission is to empower 
children to forge pathways out 
of poverty by building an eco-
system of exceptional education, 
healthcare and community devel-
opment.

Our Mission



The burden of poverty 
too often falls on 
children. 50% of the 
1.3 billion poor have 
not yet turned 18.

Societal Context
The Global Pathways School serves over 550 
children and their families experiencing multi- 
dimensional poverty in Chettipalayam, India.

The community we serve has faced discrimina-
tion due to their former caste status, and most 
parents are illiterate with little to no formal edu-
cation. In the late 1990’s, they were displaced 
from city slums into abandoned army barracks 
with no running water, electricity or roads. 

These combined realities contribute to their 
multidimensional poverty, which is deprivations in 
three essential areas: education, health and stan-
dard of living. The intersectional effects of these 
deprivations create complex barriers for people 
trying to overcome poverty. 



To overcome multidimensional poverty, children require focused 
support that intersects education with health and community. 
These pillars and our solutions directly respond to the deprivations 
of poverty as defined by the U.N. and the UNSDG targets.

Our Pillars

STUDENT

Education

Health Community



Goal 1. No Poverty 

Growth in India has lifted millions out of poverty, yet gains have been 
uneven. There remain 369 million people living in multidimensional 
poverty in India (2016).

$7.31

940%

109%

Employ parents as our non-teaching staff and 
aim to employ alumni.

Create equal access to economic resources 
by teaching financial literacy and support 
with obtaining I.D. and subsidies.

Organize and support families to acquire 
micro-loans and land ownership.

Tier admissions based on family income, at 
a range of 100-300 rupees/month, freeing 
financial resources.

Our Solution

Average daily family 

income compared to 

$2.80 in 2009.

Increase in average 

income for mothers.

Increase in average 

income for fathers.



Of our community has 
a nutritious diet includ-
ing beans, fruits and 
vegetables.

Of our female youth 
are anemic compared 
to 50% of the national 
average.

Of our children are 
underweight, down 
from 79% in 2009.

Goal 2. Zero Hunger

Developing countries are increasingly meeting their nutritional needs, 

however more than 1/3 of children in India remain underweight and 

deprived of proper nutrition.

Serve nutritious daily meals and snacks year 
round.

Offer take-home meals for families in need 
from our cafeteria surplus.

Expand our community garden to include 
micro plots for increased food 
security.

Closely monitor anemia levels and deliver 
supplements as needed.

Our Solution

2-3% 100% 35%



Goal 3. Good Health and Well-being 

Despite substantial gains in global health overall, underlying social 

determinants of health have created large inequalities in the access to 

quality care. 

100%

100%

11

Provide free and equal access to quality 
healthcare service and treatment for all 
students, parents and staff. 

Target child and youth (ages 5-24) mortality 
through our 15-point preventive and 
promotive health program.

Create equal access to sexual health edu-
cation and an in-house social worker for 
support as needed. 

Support addictions recovery through ongoing 
community education and referrals to local 
partners.

Our Solution
Community access to 

year-round healthcare 

and treatment

Students, parents and 

staff are vaccinated for 

communicable dis-

eases.*

Health partners, 

including local NGOs 

and hospitals

This does not include vaccines for Covid-19. Currently, approximately 1/3 of our eligible staff have been vaccinated against Covid-19, with 
weekly free bus rides and scheduled appointments for our staff to become inoculated. Eligible parents are also provided free transportation to 
appointments. 



Of our students have 
access to vocational 
training and follow-up 
support for 2 years

Of our graduates are 
currently in university or 
college, training or the 
workforce

Of our students are 
bilingual in English and 
Tamil according to their 
grade level

Goal 4. Quality Education

Creating equal access to quality education is essential to achieve 

sustainable development. Yet 1/3 of India cannot read or write, and 

nearly 56% of marginalized youth drop out before grade 10.

Admit children who face barriers to attend-
ing school.

Set high attendance standards, and heavily 
involve parents in their child’s education.

Place bilingual literacy and math skills devel-
opment at the core of our curriculum that 
blends I.B. with Indian State.

Create equal access to vocational and uni-
versity education through sponsorships and 
support with vocational training.

Teach youth employability and entrepreneur-
ial skills beginning in grade 9.

Increase supply of qualified teachers by host-
ing teacher training in inquiry learning.

Our Solution

80% 100% 99.9%



Goal 5. Gender Equality

Despite law reforms and more girls attending school, girls continue to 

be discriminated, targeted for physical and sexual violence, and 

underrepresented in leadership roles. 

   92

100%

200

700

Maintain gender parity at every grade level

Comprehensive sex education delivered by 
our health partners.

Lead by example and employ 98% female 
staff with equal wages for all genders.

Annual anemia testing and treatment for 
puberty age females. 

On-staff female social worker and partner-
ship with local hospital for reporting and 
treating physical and sexual abuse

Organized women’s society for economic 
empowerment of mothers.

Our Solution
For every 100 boys 

that attend GPS, 92 

girls attend

Girls have access to 

sexual and reproduc-

tive health services

Students received 

micronutrient 

supplements in 2021 

People have beneffited 

from gender-specific 

health + nutrition ser-

vices



Of our community has 
access to community 
toilets, and will have 
indoor plumbing by 
end of 2021

Of our community has 
access to soap and 
water for washing

Of our community has 
access to clean drink-
ing water 

Goal 6. Clean Water and Sanitation

In India, less than 50% of the population has access to clean drinking 

water, and 25% of people practice handwashing in rural areas. India 

was ranked #1 worldwide in 2017 for prevalence of open defecation.

Build a water treatment plant at school and 
borewells in the community.

Integrate sanitary and hygenic practices into 
our school policy and community workshops.

Build indoor plumbing for every household 
and community toilets and showers until 
complete.

Our Solution

100% 100% 100%



Solar panels installed 

at school, saving 60% 

in energy costs per 

month

Of the community now 
uses safe cooking fuel

Solar lights donated to  

the community

Goal 7. Affordable + Clean Energy

90% of the world has access to electricity, however as the climate 

crisis and global population grows, we must upgrade energy into 

cleaner and more efficient technologies that are widely accessible.

Install solar panels and lights throughout our 
school campus and in the community. 

Educate our community on clean cooking 
fuel practices.

Provide families with free or subsidized fuel 
as needed.

Our Solution

50 231 100%



Goal 11. Sustainable Communities

India’s cities and rural areas are developing rapidly, demanding greater 

investments in housing, transportation, green public space and resilient 

economies.

Renovate homes to be safe and adequate.

Replenish the environment with waste 
management, drip irrigation, compost and 
recycling at school.

Plant a Miyawaki forest for shade, clean air 
and biodiversity in our community. 

Build roads and offer busses and bikes for 
commuting to/from school and essential 
appointments.

Partner with local businesses and NGOs to 
support social integration and mobility.

Our Solution
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 1100

 24

Home renovations, 
including extensions 
and safety repairs

Trees planted through-
out the school and 
community

Bikes and two busses 
available for use



There are many ways you can give and join our community.  
To learn more about our school and how you can get involved, 
please visit www.vcfoundation.ca
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